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SUBJ: NATURE OP SOVIET THREAT AS PERCEIVED BY GOI 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION DURING HIS BRIEPING OP 
VISITING NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVERSITY GROUP MAY 3, PONMIN 
KHALATBARY DESCRIBED GOI PERCEPTION OP THE SOVIET THREAT. 

HE SAID THERE WAS NO CHANCE OP AN OPEN SOVEIT INVASION 
IRAN SINCE, POR MANY REASONSN, THAT WOULD RESULT IN A 
WIDER WORLD CONPLICT. ON THE CONTRARY, HOWEVER, IRAN 
MUST BE PREPARED FOR POTENTIAL INDIRECT AGGRESSION BY 
SOVIET PRIENDS SUCH AS IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN, WHICH COULD 
CATCH IRAN IN A PINCERS. THOUGH IRAQ IS ONLY ONE-THIRD 

AS LARGE AS IRAN, ITS ARMED PORCES ARE EQUAL TO IRAN IN 
STRENGTH OR PERHAPS STRONGER. AFGHANISTAN'S ARMED PORCES 
ARE SUPPLIED BY THE SOVIET UNION AND APGHAN OPFICERS 
TRAINED BY THE SOVIETS. IT IS LOGICAL THAT IRAN SEEK TO 
MAINTAIN SUPPIECIENT STRENGTH TO COUNTER THESE TRHREATS. 

2. COMMENT: THESE REMARKS IN NO WAY DEPART PROM KNOWN 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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GOI THINKING, BUT WILL BE A USEPUL RESTATEMENT POR THE 
RECORD. 

3. FOR KABUL: INTERESTINGLY, IN DISCUSSING IRAN'S 
BROADER RELATIONSHIP WITH APGHANISTAN, KHALATBARY SPOKE 
OP IRAN'S DISAPPOINTMENT OVER AFGHANISTAN'S LACK OF A 
SUFFICIENTLY FRIENDLY RESPONSE TO IRANIAN AID OPPERS 
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(WHICH HE NOTED HAD BEEN EXTENDED ONLY AT AFGHANISTAN'S 
REQUEST IN THE FIRST PLACE), BUT MADE NO MENTION OF 
CURRENT DIFFICULTIES OVER THE HELMAND WATERS. AT VERY 
LEAST, THIS WOULD SUGGEST GOI HAS NOT GIVEN UP ON NEGO- 
TIATION AS A MEANS OF RESOLVING PROBLEMS OF WATER AND IS 
NOT YET INTTERESTED IN PUBLICIZING ITS DIFFERENCES WITH 
AFGHANISTAN ON THE ISSUE. 
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